
Networked Narrative 
"What strikes me is the fact that in our society, art has become something 
which is only related to objects, and not to individuals, or to life." - Michel 
Foucault 
 
Professor: James Duesing 
Required Texts: Texts will be provided as pdf files and web sites through the 
blackboard site. 

 
 
This class will explore social networking sites as a venue for the 
construction of fictional characters and narrative. Participants will produce 
fictional events and develop characters that interact across multiple social 
network sites. In class we will look at traditional and experimental narrative 
fiction in long established and networked media. We will discuss their 
applications to both single viewer and multi user media. We will also read 
articles both historic and contemporary about the use of narrative. 
 

On successful completion of this course, you will be able to: 
• Develop and create narrative events that are unified across multiple social 
networking sites. 
• Critically evaluate narrative constructs in your work and the works of others 
through formal critique. 
• Demonstrate analysis through ongoing written and spoken observations of 
written and viewed material. 
 
 
Week 1  

Class introduction, course introduction,  
Discuss and list Social Networking web sites  
Discuss: the nature of Characters 
Watch and discuss:  
Selections from Serial narratives: Flash Gordon and Agent X-9 

Selections from: Look, 2007, director Adam Rifkin 
Web Projects: 
The Big Plot 
http://www.paolocirio.net/work/the_big_plot/the_big_plot.php 
http://www.thebigplot.net/ 

YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sh6oGwOMVeY 

 
Read:   
For Immediate Release by Paul Simms  
http://www.newyorker.com/humor/2009/08/31/090831sh_shouts_simms 
Assignment 1:  
Develop at least two characters that will interact in a narrative, each  



character must have a Facebook page. 
  
Crit on character’s Facebook pages. 
Discussion of Narrative Arch and story lines. 
Assignment 2: Develop a narrative arch in which your two characters will  

participate. 
Watch: 
An anthropological introduction to YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPAO-lZ4_hU   
References for project:  
How to Create a Narrative Arc for a Fictional Character 
http://www.ehow.com/how_4493584_create-narrative-arc-fictional-
character.html 
Basic Plots PDF on Blackboard 
Get your character’s “Persona” 
http://personas.media.mit.edu/personasWeb.html 
 
Week 2  

Crit on narrative arch and discussion for how to develop the arch 
into events on  
Assignment 3: Translate the narrative arch you developed into 
a sequence of recorded/documented events. Each event must 
be posted on a site for social networking that is appropriate for 
that action. There must be at least one significant event posted 
each week. 

 
Week 3  
Watch and discuss Nashville, 1975 directed by Robert Altman.  
Read: The internet is killing storytelling 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/columnists/ben_macintyre/article690
3537.ece 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
Week 4 
Watch and discuss  Millennium Actress (千年女優, Sennen Joyū?) 2001, 
directed by Satoshi Kon  
Read: Peeling the Onion: Layers of Interactivity in Digital Narrative Texts by 
Marie-Laure Ryan 
http://users.frii.com/mlryan/onion.htm 
Crit of work in progress. 

 
 
Week 5  

Watch and discuss Russian Ark (Russian: Русский 
ковчег) 2002 directed by Alexander Sokurov  



Read Neil Gaiman + Twitter = Interactive Storytelling by Barb Dybwad 
http://mashable.com/2009/10/13/neil-gaiman-twitter-audiobook/ 

Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 6 
Watch and discuss Rashomon (Japanese 羅生門, Rashōmon?) 1950 directed 
by Akira Kurosawa,  
Read Pages 1 – 7 (through part XI) The Storyteller: Reflections on the Works of 
Nikolai Leskov, by Walter Benjamin  
Pdf. Posted on blackboard. 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 7 
Watch and discuss clip from Cloverfield, 2008 directed by Matt Reeves. 
And watch Timecode, 2000, directed by Mike Figgis. 
Read Pages 7 (part XI) through 14 of The Storyteller: Reflections on the Works of 
Nikolai Leskov, by Walter Benjamin  
Pdf. Posted on blackboard. 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 8 
Mid-Term presentations of the work that resulted from the arch that was 
presented  
 
Week 9 
Watch and discuss 
Un chien andalou, 1929, Luis Buñuel and Salvador Dalí. 
La jetée (English: The Jetty or The Pier) 1962 directed by Chris Marker. 
Discussion of abstract approaches to narrative. 
Assignment 4: Develop a set of characters that will participate in a new  

narrative making Facebook pages or setting up any other social 
networks for them. 

Read: The Recombinant Theater and the Performative Matrix pages 1 – 5. Pdf on 
Blackboard site. 
 
Crit on Characters. 
Assignment 5: Develop a narrative arch or other method of visualization to  

diagram the plot or events in which the characters will be 
involved. 

 
Week 10 
Watch and discuss That Obscure Object of Desire (French: Cet obscur objet 
du désir; Spanish: Ese oscuro objeto del deseo) 1977 directed by Luis 



Buñuel. 
Read: The Recombinant Theater and the Performative Matrix pages 6 – 10. Pdf on 
Blackboard site. 
Crit on plot/event diagrams. 

Assignment 6: Translate the narrative you diagramed into a 
sequence of recorded/documented events. Each event must be 
posted on a site for social networking that is appropriate for 
that action. There must be at least one significant event posted 
each week. 

 
Week 11  
Watch and discuss Week End, 1967, written and directed by Jean-Luc Godard 
Read: The Recombinant Theater and the Performative Matrix pages 11 – 15. Pdf on 
Blackboard site. 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 12  
Read: The Recombinant Theater and the Performative Matrix pages 16 – 26. Pdf on 
Blackboard site. 
Crit of work in progress. 
  
 
Week 13 
Watch and discuss I'm Not There, 2007, directed by Todd Haynes, 
Read: Pages 1 – 10, the first part of, No End In Sight: Networked Art as a 
Participatory Form of Storytelling By snafu  
On PDF posted on Blackboard or at this site: 
http://deseriis.networkedbook.org/no-end-in-sight-networked-art-as-a-
participatory-form-of-storytelling/ 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 14 
Watch and discuss The Diving Bell and the Butterfly (French: Le scaphandre 
et le papillon) 2007, directed by Julian Schnabel. 
Read: Pages 11 – 21, the second part of, No End In Sight: Networked Art as a 
Participatory Form of Storytelling By snafu  
On PDF posted on Blackboard or at this site: 
http://deseriis.networkedbook.org/no-end-in-sight-networked-art-as-a-
participatory-form-of-storytelling/ 
Crit of work in progress. 
 
 
Week 15 
Most famous person presentations and vote 



Work on projects 
 
TBA Exam Week Final Presentations of 2nd projects. 
 
Grading: 
Attendance and participation at screenings and crits 20%  
Posting to the Discussion Board    10% 
1st project       35% 
2nd project       35% 
 
Alternate Grading  
Be successful at 1 of the “3 Ways To Get An Easy A” options  100% 
 
Daily attendance is mandatory, it is essential you arrive by class time, 6:30 PM. 
You are required to sign the attendance sheet daily, Three absences will result 
in one letter grade lower than the averaged final grade, if you are late three 
times that is equal to one absence. Grades will be the result of averaging 
class participation and cooperation, performance on assignments and final 
quality of the assigned projects.  
 
Each student is expected to post to the blackboard site for each reading. Your 
posting should be a minimum of two sentences. One sentence should be a 
reference to something in the reading. The second sentence should 
interpret the significance of that detail. 
 
You are required to produce two projects that use and develop narrative 
principals in events that are posted and linked together though any social 
networking site. Here are the assignments: 
Assignment 1:  
Develop at least two characters that will interact in a narrative, each  

character must have a Facebook page. 
Assignment 2: Develop a narrative arch in which your two characters will  

participate. 
Assignment 3: Translate the narrative arch you developed into 
a sequence of recorded/documented events. Each event must 
be posted on a site for social networking that is appropriate for 
that action. There must be at least one significant event posted 
each week. 

Assignment 4: Develop a set of characters that will participate in a new  
narrative making Facebook pages or setting up any other social 
networks for them. 

Assignment 5: Develop a narrative arch or other method of visualization to  
diagram the plot or events in which the characters will be 
involved. 
Assignment 6: Translate the narrative you diagramed into a 
sequence of recorded/documented events. Each event must be 



posted on a site for social networking that is appropriate for 
that action. There must be at least one significant event posted 
each week. 

3 Ways to get an Easy A: 
1 – Most Famous Person Option 
Develop a character that has the “Most Famous Person” friend them and 
engage with the narrative. The “Most Famous Person” must write on that 
character’s wall (or wall facsimile) in a way that furthers the narrative in a 
meaningful way. The “Most Famous Person” cannot be some one previously 
known to the developer at the start of the class.  
There will be a presentation at the end of the semester for those who believe 
they qualify for this option. At the presentation they must justify the fame and 
quality of the interaction of the “Most Famous Person” on their wall. The “Most 
Famous Person” will be designated by class vote. 
 
2 – Viral Option 
Have one of your character’s posts get a million hits or more by the final 
presentation. 
 
3 – I’d like to thank the Academy Option 
Have one of your character’s posts featured or distinguished in a significant 
way by a major external web site. The web site must have been in existence 
before this class began. It must have an established community that provides 
regular traffic. It must have a history of rating or recommending posts. The 
developer of the post must not have any previous relationship with any one 
associated with the site.  
 
Every character should have a Facebook page. 
All character pages should be new, developed for this class. 
Every developer must friend any one who wants to be a friend of their any of 
their characters. 
Every character developed in this class must have their privacy settings set to 
“everyone” for all profile information, photos, videos, tweets, discussions and 
any other details of the narrative. 
Contact information privacy settings should have a minimum privacy setting 
“only friends” on every tab. 
 
Additional Artist Projects of interest that use YouTube as their 
source: http://thru-
you.com/  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfBlUQguvyw http://www.beigerecor
ds.com/cory/Things_I_Made/DreiKlavierstucke 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGK84Poeynk works by Parry Gripp: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMWi7CLoZ2Q 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN1ru6_u8lY  
Please add your suggestions to this list. 


